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tion to exploit it ourselves. If patrol boats
are made available, we eould probably re-
tain that industry for the benefit of Aus-
tralia. If something is not done ab once,
that outpost of the Empire will go, too. Onr
own folk will be unable to compete with the
boats that are coming in from Japan and
other places, especially as those concerned
pay no Commonwealth duties or State {axa-
tion. The pearling industry will shift to the
islands and we shall be deprived of the
wealth that should belong to Australia. Aus-
tralia will receive no benefit from that in-
dustry unless something is done at onece to
safegnard it. I am not going to talk abount
starting-price bockmaking or the intimida-
tory remarks of the junior member for the
Weast Province. I am sure members do not
take him seriously when he makes such state-
ments. He knows that everything that passes
throngh this Chamber is consideved on its
merits. I support the motion.

On motion by Hon. €. H. Wittenoom, de-
bate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT--SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon W,

H. Kitson—West) [850] : T move—

That the Honse at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned ot S.31 pom,

Tegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 1ith August, 1937,

PanE

(uestions ¢ Pensions Hoard ... ok
Veterinnry resenrcin : value of Dr, Beunetts’ work a
Statute of W estinlnster N
Address-iu-reply, third day i
BAL: Supply (No. 1), £2,500,000. returned ... G

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 7.1
pom,, and read prayvers,

QUESTION—PENSIONS BOARD.

My, NEEDHAM asked the Premier: 1, Is
the Pensions Board a statutory boedy? 2,
If so, under what statute was it created? 3,
How and by whom are its members ap-
pointed? 4, Who are the present members?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, An.
swered by No. 1. 3, By regulation umder
the Public Servier Act, No. 134 4, The

Publie Serviee Commissioner, the Solicitor
Genernl and the TUnder Secretary for Law.

QUESTICN—VETERINARY
RESEARCH.
Fualue of Dr. Bennetts' Work,

Hon, ?. D. FERGUSON asked the Min-
ister for Agriculture: 1, In view of the mac-
nificent achievements of Dr. H. W. Bennetts,
of the Agricultural Department, as a resnlt
of his exhaunstive investigations, formerly
into the braxy-like disease in sheep, and re-
cently inte the disease known as “rickets.”
has any action heen taken to suitably recog-
nise the valee of Dr. Bemmetts” work in the
interests of the stock-raising industry? 2,
If not, will he take up with the Council for
Scientifie and Industrial Research and the
Federal Government the question of the ade-
cuate recognition of the value of the resnlis
of this research work to the State and the
Commonwealth ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No special remuneration has heen given to
the Veterinary Pathologist, Dr. Bennetts,
heeanse of the work mentioned. 2, The sug-
gestion will reeeive consideration.

QUESTION—STATUTE OF
WESTMINSTER.
Hon. N. KEENAN asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government considered the posi-
tion whieh will arise if and when the Com-
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monwealth Parliament validates and adopts
the Statute of Westminster? 2, [F s¢, what
action (if any) do the Govermment intend
to take in this matter? 3, Will the Govern-
ment afford an opportunity to the House to
consider such action (if any) before the
same s finally determined and acted upon?
4, Have the Government had any communi-
cation with the Governments of Vietoriu,
South Australia and Tasmania, with a view
to taking joint action with such Govern-
ments in this matter? 5, If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: 1 to 5, A com-
munication has been reeeived trom the Vie-
torian Government only and the matter is
being given urgent consideration, No objec-
tion will be taken to a diseussion in the
House.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE PREMIER {(Hon. J. C. Willcock—
Geraldton) [7.34]: Before dealing with the
criticism of the Leader of the Opposition T
should like to associate myself with the re-
marks he made in regard to the Coronation
of Their Majesties the King and Queen. On
several public oceaxions 1 have already ex-
pressed my opinion in conneetion with that
event, and respecting the loyalty of the people
towards the Throne. In the second place |
would associate myself with the belief that
immense benefit must result, not only to the
British Empire but to the world in general
through the mecting together in England of
the various representatives from all over
the Empire. This all makes for the unity
of the British race, and T think there is no
greater factor for peace in the world than
that the British Empirc stands solidly
united on this most important ques-
tion. I think I have made some refer-
ence to the faet that the population
of the British Empire as a whole is
gbout one fourth of the population of the
world. If a quarter of the population of the
world ean live in peace and harmony,
that is, the component parts of the
British Empire, surely it is an example
that otber people might well emulate, T
should also like to take this opportunity to
thank the Leader of the Opposition for his

kindly references to mysclf, and the work
that devolved upon me during my visit to
the Old Country. I think he and most other
people will agree that it is of distinet ad-
vantage o this State for prominent public
men to become closely associated with and
gain an intimate knowledge of each other
and of the prospcets of the State. While
in England I met hundreds of people
directly or indirectly associated with this
State’s welfare, who, in many instances,
represcnted a considerable amount of capital
invested in the industries of the State, and
I think the contacts made will be all to the
good of the State. I do not take any ecredit
specially to myself in regard to this matter.
The work that has been done in the
State during past yenrs has reflected evedit
on those responsible for the government of
the State, and whenever public men do visit
the Old Country they ean be assured of a
welcome by the people there, While in
England I heard many references to the
excellent work done by representative men
of this State when in England, as for in-
stance the Minister for Mines, the Leader of
the Opposition, the President of the Legis-
lative Council, and other public men who
in the Old Country disseminated first-hand
information regarding the State and its
prospects, and explained what we arc doing,
where we are heading, and what pro-
gress we are making. The Leader of the
Opposition declared that according to the
Governor’'s Speech as he viewed it, every-
thing in the garden was lovely. I do not
think the Government made any attempt to
suggest that everything in the garden was
lovely. It would he ridiculous if any-
body did make such a statement, beeause
we know there is a considerable number of
men still in want of full-time employment,
and that our primary industries are still in
a comparatively parlous condition; bhut what
I do say, and it ean be borne out by faets,
is that very solid improvement has been
made during the past threc or four years.
That is what the Governor’s Speech intended,
to convey, Not only have the people out of
employment been reduced in number by con-
siderably over half, but in many ways their
conditions have heen improved As for the
people engaged in primary industry, if a
survey had been taken seven or eight years
ago, and if as a result of that survey people
looked forward and considered what would
be the effect of the disturbed conditions, the
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depression, the poor seasons and poor prices,
the effect that those handicaps would be
likely to have on the agricultural industry,
most people would have been of the opinion
that not one-guarter of the farmers would
be found on the land after seven or eight
years. But far from that being the case,
those farmers have been helped and en-
couraged, and assistance bas been given to
them, and it can truthfully be said that they
have had a helping hand extended to
them in their time of stress, I may
deal more fully with that aspeet a
little later on. The Leader of the
Opposition  eriticised what he  ealled
the absence of proposed legislation from
the Governor's Speech. Of course he im-
plied that the member for Roebourne (Mr.
Rodoreda} had some inside information
about the legislative programme. However,
I think that the TLeader of the Opposition
knows just as mueh about the legislative
programme as cdoes the member for Roe-
bourne,

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: That is not much.

The PREMIER : 1t is a good deal. There
is a considerable programme of proposed
legislation indicated in the Governor's
Speech, and if all those measures so indi-
cated are passed by Parliament, consider-
able benefit will aecrue to the State. Of
course we could fll up the Governor's
Speeech with proposed legislation. Probably
the Leader of the Opposition could say at
first hand that there nre certain Bills which
will be brought down to the House, apart
altogether from those measures indicated in
the Governor's Specch. He knows that we
shall have taxation Bills; he knows that
certain taxation will be imposed, and that
Acts for that purpose will have to be
nassed by Parliament. Also he knows that
bofore the end of the session we shall have
the Appropriation Bill and Supply Bills
and Road Closure Bills, and what is known
as the emergency legislation, and in addi-
tion annual Bills that are always brought
before the House each session. If the Gov-
ernment had ineluded all those Bills in the
Governor's Speech we should have had a
Hst of 30 or 40 measures, which of course
would look quife an imposing array of legis-
lation. However, most of the important
Bills to be brought down were mentioned in
the Governor’s Speech. Possibly there will
be introdnced other legislation, but there is
sufficient legisiation indicated in the Gov-

ernor’s Speech to keep Parliament busy for
a considerable time. My only hope is that
all the Bills to he brought down will be
passed by hoth Houses of Parliament.
Dealing with finance, the Leader of the
Opposition asked that the Public Accounts
and the Auditor General's report should be
presented early. As g matter of fact, the
Auditor General’s report was presented
early last session.
Hon. C. (. Latham: Yes, in Oectober.

The PREMIER: And I hope it will be
presented even earlier this year. As mem-
bers know, the Auditor General is an officer,
not of the Government, but of Parliament,
and naturally he is desirous of carrying out
his duties and so giving good service to his
employers, But, touching the Auditor
General’s report, I would point out that it
includes reports on many of the big under-
takings of the State, the balance sheets of
which arc not available until abont Septem-
her. Moreover, they all come in together,
and so give rise to a certain amount of con-
gestion. . However, they arve segregated and
dealt with and brought before the House
as early as possible so as to give members
an opportunity to see how much money has
been spent, and to peruse any eriticism that
the Auditor (General thinks fit to make for
the information of members of Parliament.
I have the assurance of the Auditor Gen-
eral that he is just as anxious as the Leader
of the Opposition and other members, if
not more anxious, to make this information
available to Parliament. He is endeavour-
ing to finalise the public accounts and to
make eomments so that they may be placed
before members even earlier than was the
case last vear. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion denied the truth of the statement in
the Speech that the rednction of the grant
and inercase in the dronght expenditure were
responsible for our being unable to achieve
the surplus forecast in the Budget of last
vear. Instead of there being a surplus of
£5,674 there was a deficit of £371,000. Tt
is a faet, whether denied or not, that the
Disabilitics Commission did reduee our grant
by £300,000. We did not get the money.
That is one of the main reasons why we did
not achicve the result set out in the Budget.
Furthermore, the Government, knowing the
position at the time the Budget was framed,
and that the farmers were in need of relief,
placed a sum of £30,000 on the Estimafes
for relief. Owing to the drought, however,
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another £111000 had to be found. There
is more than the deficit comprised by
these two items alone, the reduction of
£300,000 in the grant and the £100,000 for
drought relief above that provided in the
Estimates. The hon. member claimed that
the failure te achieve a surplus was due to
an additional expenditure of £400,000. He
said the expenditure was going up, and that
the Government had increased their expendi-
ture. IHe also said that was the only way
the Glovernment could influence public fin-
ance, and. that whatever bappened expendi-
ture should not inerease. We know that
expenditure does increase. T do not intend
to delve deeply into financial questions now;
that will come when the Budget is brought
down. The Leader of the Opposition did
not eriticise any particular item of expendi-
ture. I want to show how the £400,000 to
whieh he referred was made up., It was
made up of extra drought relief to the tune
of £111,000. That was an item of expendi-
ture which the Government incurred know-
ing that farmers required that amount of
assistance to enable them to carry on. I do
not suppose the Leader of the Opposition
will eriticise the Government for having
done that. Then in connection with the re-
purchase of estates for agrienltural land,
the sum of £40,000 was paid. This was to
clear off payments due under that heading.
We repurchased this land in good faith. Out-
standing aecounts were doe and £40,000 was
expended in that way. That was an obliga-
tion upon the State, and cannot be eriticised.
Under the heading of Education ancther
£26,000 was expended,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Over and above the
estimate?

The PREMIER: Yes. The largest pro-
portion of that expenditure was incurred
through the rectassification of teachers.
These are matters over which we certainly
have some ¢ontrol. I suppose we could have
taken wp the arbitrary stand of saying
that, although the Arbitration Court had
made alterations in the remuneration of
pecple ¢oming under its jurisdiction, and
although the Public Service Cominis-
sioner had made ecertain alterations to
the remuneration of public servants, the
teachers must not have any increased
remuneration. But the CGovernment did
not take up that attitnde. We con-
sidered that the teachers were entitled to
their classification in all the circumstances

that exist at present, and the extra expendi-
ture was incurred to the tune of £25,000.
With regard to railways, an extra £170,000
was expended by the department concerned.
This was brought about to a great cxtent by
payments under the belated repairs pro-
gramme. I think that just on £100,000 was
taken from revenue for belated repairs.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Was that over and
above the estimate?

The PREMIER: Yes  Arrsngements
were made for the liquidation of the amount
due for belated repairs.

Mr. Hughes: Where did you get the
money? Were loan works reduced by
£400,000%

The PREMIER: No. The money was
taken out of the amount available for carry-
ing on the affairs of State. Tt does net
matter whether it is a deficit which
has to be met out of loan, or whether it is
loan expenditure or what it is.  When
money is due it has to be paid, and in this
ease it was debited to the revenue aceount.
That is also responsible for our increased
expenditure to the amount of £400.000,

Mr, Hughes: 1id it not result in £400,000
less work being provided for the unem-
ployed?

The PREMIER: No. It does not matter
whether work is given to the uwnemployed
out of the belated repair programme. which
is debited to revenue or loan, as was the case
in years gone by. Because we could not get
the money from revenue, the aceount was
debited to loan. This year about £100,000
extra was debited fo 1evenue. I am
at the moment desling with the in-
creased expenditure about which the
Leader of the Opposition complained.
Electricity Supply was responsible for
an increased expenditure of about £18,-
000. This was used to inerease the rev-
enue. We could easily have said we would
not generate any more current or make any
more extensions, but there was this extra
activity in the Eleetricity TDepartment.
More current was generated and the ex-
penditure increased.

Mr. Sampson: Were there any extensions
into the country?

The PREMIER: 1 would refer the hon.
member to the Minister for Railways. When
I was Minister for Railways the hon. mem-
ber was extremely importunate in respect to
the request for extensions, which the state
of the electricity undertaking did not
warrant, but which. now that the eleetricity
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undertaking is nearing completion, may
prove practicable.

Mr. Sampson: That is good news,

The PREMIER: Always provided that
the money can be secured for the purpose.

Mr, Sampson: I hope the Treasurer will
be able to find it.

The PREMIER: We have had to trans-
port a considerable amount of water for the
Railway Department, and this to some ex-
tent inereased the railway expenditure. Iu
some instances the department had to trans-
port water 150 miles for its own locomotives,
Many hundreds of trucks of water had to
be transported for a considerable part of
the year. That cannot be done for nothing,
angd the acecounts to some extent have heen
inereased accordingly. On the Murchison
line, fortunately we have been gble during
the past year to inerease our water supplies
materially in many places, and this will
obviate the necessity for increased expendi-
ture there this year. I hope I have explained
the situation to the satisfaction of the
Leader of the Opposition. If so, I would
ask him what item of this expenditure would
he suggest the Government should not have
made provision for.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Let us adjourn until
we pot the Estimates.

The PREMIER: The hon. member did
not wait for the ¥stimates to rush in with
his eriticism. It is no use allowing such
loose statements to gain ground in the coun-
try when they are not in accord with the
facts. Now that I have explained the situa-
tion, to the satisfaction of the Leader of the
Opposition

Hon, €. G. Latham: Not to wmy satisfae-
fion.

The PREMIER: 1 hardly expected that.
1 have, however, explained it

Hon. C. G. Latham: To your satisfaction.

The PREMIER: To the satisfaction, T
think, of any reasonable and impartial per-
son. The Leader of the Opposition also
commented on tha increased expenditure by
the Government compared with the expendi-
ture of the Government of which he was a
member. We all admit that owing to fthe
cireumstances existing at that time it was
impossible for the Government to find money
with which to earry on the ordinary affairs
of State.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Two million pounds
more is a lot of money.

The PREMIER: There is considerahle in-
creased activity in the State foo.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You are expected to
spend more, but not two millions more,

The PREMIER: In a big State like this
we could with advantage on a roasonable
progressive programme spend 20 or 30
millions of loan money if we had it. As the
leader of the Opposition has said, there is
a tremendous problem awaiting the State in
the provision of agrieultural water supplies
for the areas eoncerned. That work would
not be profitable,

Hon. C. G. Latham: In the long run it
might be.

The PREMIER: It would be of ire-
mendous advantage to the productivity of
the State.

Mr. Doney:
profitable.

The PREMIER: Not to the Government
as a (Qovernment, so far as the State’s ac-
counts are concerned.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Indireetly I think
the expenditure would be profitable.

The PREMIER: Oh, yes, but every Trea-
surer receives many importunate requests
for many things. People say, “Make this
money available and the indiveet benefit to
the State will be tremendous.” Whilst I like
the State to benefit at least indirectly from
everything we do, we have a responsibility
to the State as a whole and must endeavour
to balanee the Budget with the money we
have at our disposal. When I was Minister
for Railways I had n picce of chalk in my
office. 1 promised to make a mark every
time T received a request from someone that
would lead tu a direct bencelit to the State's
finances.

Hon. (. G. Latham: So that acrounts for
all the chalk marks 1 have seen,

The PREMIER: In the course of seven
or eight years I had hundreds of requests
that were said to lead to an indivect benefit
to the State, but not one that was of direct
benefit, T, therefore, had no oceasion to
make any chalk mark. I have no wish to
cast opprobrium upon the Government of
which the Leader of the Opposition was a
member on the score of lack of ability to
do anything.

Hon. . G. Latham: T suppose they
would have spent the monecy if they had
had it.

The PREMIER: Unfortunately a goeod
deal of necessary expenditure was delayed
at that time. I think it was said that the
expenditure had to be of vital importance
before the money could be found for it.

And therefore must be
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Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It was a guestion
of fucker rather than of anything else.

The PREMIER: That is so. The Govern-
ment of the day did not have the money;
they could not raise it, and so they could
not do the work. What should another
Government do with regard to this work that
had been neglected—I do not use that word
offensively—when they could secure the
money? We were in that position, and
were we to continue to neglect that work,
or, with the limited money st our disposal,
should we haye gradually increased the ex-
penditure and  overtaken the arrears of
maintenance and other work that another
Government had been unable to earry out?
The earlier Government could not carry out
the work, and naturally it was not done. I
admit that the present Government have
had more money at their disposal, and,
therefore, rather than allow the assets of
the State to depreciate, we earvied ont the
necessary work. That could not have bren
done without increasing expenditure, and
in those circumstances the Leader of the
Opposition was not quite fair in criticising
the augmented outgoings, sceing that he
knows, just as does every other person well
informed regarding State affairs, the reason
for that increased .expenditure.

Hon. C. G. Latham: 1 was mercly eriticis-
ing the expenditure over and above the
amount you estimated.

The PREMIER: Very well, and I have
explained the position to the honourable
member. An expenditure of £718,667 was
spent under the headings of “belated re-
pairs” and “special maintenanee,” and of
that amount £525,971 has been recouped to
revenue. The ILeader of the Opposition
will be pleased to know that we have over-
come the position regarding belated repairs,
and from now onwards we shall have no
such programme to carry out. The ordinary
maintenance expenditure will enable us to
carry on the railways in the safe conditions
that should ordinarily obtain. Naturally,
for & couple of years we shall have to repay
to Loan acecount money that was obtained
from that source to provide the revenume
necessary to earry out the work. I could
sive instances of a similar type of expendi-
ture in relation to other departments, which
would indieate more fully what has been
done, but T think T have mentioned sufficient
to deal with that particular phase. I
know the difficnlties that confronted

the Government with which the Leader
of the Opposition was associated, and
which they had to surmount. I will
admit that there was a vast amount of un-
fair eriticism offered at the time, but T have
mercly stated the simple facts. We¢ have
carried out the work I have indicated, and
that cost money, which meant that expendi-
ture had to mount up. The Leader of the
Opposition also indulged in what I might
term plalitudes vespecting what he deemed
the “ncglect of the primary industries.” I
think his remarks rather savoured of real
ingratitude. The honourable member will
admit that much has been done to alleviate
the difficulties of the farming community. Tt
is all right to talk to unsophisticnted audi-
cnees in outback farming eentres and indi-
cate what the Government ought to have
done, thereby implying that nothing had
been done; but the simple faet is  that
much hag been done, and wiil continue to be
carried out so long as assistance is neceded
by the primary producers.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Are there no un-
sophisticated nudiences elsewhere than in
the outhack country centres?

The PREMIER: Perhaps the honourable
member might not like it if I snggested
that members respresenting eountry consti-
tucncies say many things at outback centres
that they would not say ir Parliament,
where their statements eould be refuted,

Mr. Doney: But you referred to andi-
ences.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: Yes, and what the
Premier now says does not affect the aundi-
ences at all.

The PREMIER: 1t docs not say much
for the forensic ability of members oppaosite
if they eannot impress audiences at outback
centres.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Are the nudiences
at Mukinbudin more unsophisticated thar
those at East Perth?

Myr. Haghes: The audiences at East Perth
are not unsophisticated.

The PREMIER: As regards knowledge
of what goes on in the State, the audienecs
at far outback eountry centres have not the
opportunity to acquire information that is
available to other people. For instance, the
people of Mukinbudin, who have not had a
very prosperous time, are hardly able io-
take the daily newspapers in erder to keep
abreast of the times.
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Hon. P. D. Ferguson: You would be sur-
prised at the knowledge they have of eur-
rent affairs,

The PREMIER: I might be, but I am
afraid their information is tainted by the
views of the Primary Producers’ Association
and other similar organisations, in addition
to which they have the “Primary Producer.”

Hon, P. D, Ferguson: If they take that
paper, they will be well informed.

The PREMIER: Probably they will be
well informed from the point of view adop-
ted by members of the Country Party. If
statements that have been made by the
Leader of the Opposition may be taken as
indication of that, the information the coun-
try people will gain may be regarded as not
quite in accordance with the faets.

The Minister for Works: In addition to
which, the people in the country distriets
would get that partieular information, but
would not gain a knowledge of replies made
to statements in that paper.

The PREMIER: I have some facts which
indicate what the Government have done.
“The Minister for Lands, who has made it
part of his daily life during the past four
or five years exhaustively to consider the
condition of the agricultural industry, will
mo doubt, with his extensive knowledge of
what has been done departmentally, supple-
ment the statements I shall make in a gen-
eral sense. This information should be
placed before agriculturists and the people
generaily, who should know what the real
position is regarding assistance rendered to
the primary industries. The Leader of the
Opposition mentioned quite  wonderful
things that could be achieved if we were to
allocate £€500,000 annually for the rehabili-
tation of the agricultural industry, but by
way of remission of charges and direct eon-
tributions even more than that amount has
been made availablee.  Mention has been
made of drought relief. We put £50,000 on
the Estimates last vear for that purpose,
but we exceeded that amount by well over
£100,000. I would remind members of the
Country Party that e considerable propor-
tion of that amount was provided from the
financinl emergeney taxation, much of which
was paid by people in receipt of the basie
wage. I do not say that they paid the tax

_ cheerfully, but without too much grumbling
they met their liabilities under that heading,
.and much of that money has been paid away
in assisting people engaged in the agrienl-

tural industry who required help. Direct
contributions have also been made from the
taxation paid by people who were in a
slightly more fortunate position than those
in receipt of the basic wage. In all £161,111
was devoted directly from revenue for the
purpose of drought relief.

Hon. C. G, Latham: You ecannot claim
that that money came from the financial
emergeney tax wholly; some of it may have
been taken from the land tax.

The PREMIER : That may be so, but the
fact remains that we would have been thal
much further behind, from a financial stand-
point, if the financial emergency tax had not
been payable,

Hon. C. @ Latham: You must remember
that one of your Ministers went to Mecl-
bourne and got about £1,000,000 extra for
the assistance of agrieulturists.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing of the
kind, and you know it. YWhy repeat a state-
ment that you know to be untruc?

The PREMIER: We discussed that mat-
ter last year, and what the Minister for
Mines was told, in response to bis represen-
tations that the agricultural industry was in
a state of dire necessity, was that if the
necessary money could be raised, the State
might receive up to £800,000 extra for
drought velief.

Mr, Boyle: Was that money advanecd
through the Industries Assistance Board?

The PREMIER: Some of it was. The
money was advanced from many sources.
The Government fook that action last year,
and more money will be found as the
necessity arises. Regarding the assistance
rendered during the last three years to
the primary industries, the files of the Lands
Department show that with vegard fo
repurchased estates an amount of £121,404
was written off. 1 know the member for
Greenough (Mr. Patriek) urges that we
should not take eredit for that on the score
that the money could not be collected. Per-
haps it could not be collected, but surely it
is a helpful gesture on the part of the Gov-
ernment when they say to people who owe
£121,404 that they will never be called npon
to liquidate their indebtedness. Such an
action on our part must surely give them
more hope regarding the future.

Mr. Doney: Youn have written off what
you never had,

The PREMIER : The hon. member says
s0.
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Myr. Doney: It happens to be a fact.

The PREMIER: It may be a fact.

Mr. SPEAKER: But the member for
Williams-Narrogin must get back to his own
seat before he interjects again,

The PREMIER : Nobody can forcsec what
will happen in the future, but we hope the
agricultural industry will experience econ-
siderably better conditions this year than
during the previous five or six years, There
are at present reasonable grounds for ex-
pectation of a satisfactory season, and if
that should prove to be so the position of
the farmers will be so much improved be-
cause of the writing off to which I have re-
ferred. Then £98,299 was written off in
conneetion with the repriced conditional
purchase leases, while rents remitted under
the 1936 Act in respect of pastoral leases
amounted to £35,028. T supposc that if the
Government had adopted a Shvlock attitude,
we might have wrnng those amounts from
the people concerned. On the other hand,
we realised that they werc in dire trouble,
and we did not attempt to do s0. We held
that the State counld afford to extend a help-
ing band in that direetion, and we have
passed an Act to the provisions of which
we have given cffcet. We intend continuing
with that measure and to give the Minister
power, should cireumstances warrant the
course being adopted, to grant the remission
of such rents. Again, £637431 was written
off in eonneetion with amounts duc to the
Agricultural Bank, and £387459 with re-
gard to the Soldier Secttlement Scheme. Asg
to Group Settlement matters, writing down
has become rather a hardy annual, and T am
afrzid that if we continue that course we
will eventually trecord a credit balance.
TUnder that heading, £1,716,621 has been
written off and £556,398 in connection with
the Industries Assistance Board.

Mr. Hughes: I suppose yon know that in
some instances the Agricultural Bank, in
writing off the amounts, capitalised some
of the interest and now ean charge intercst
upon that amount, so that the bank will get
compound interest?

The PREMIER: I know most things that
are done by the Bank.

Mr. Hughes: So that they get ecompound
interest on what they write off.

The PREMIER: If what the hon. mem-
ber says is correct, there is not much chance
of getting it. With regard to country water
rates, the Water Supply Department has

written off £34,077. The remissions 1 have
mentioned so far represent a total of
£3,586,717.

Heon. C. G. Latham: Much of that applies
quite a lof to abandoned properties.

The PREMIER: Arrears of dues in ro-
spect of leases of repurchased estates, which
amounted to £249,212 as at the 30th June,
1936, have been suspended for three years.
In addition to that, the Lands Depaviment,
with regard to conditional purchase leases,
has eapitalised the arrears of rent totailing
£147,167 over the balance of the various
terms of the leases. With regard to the Agri-
cultural Bank, diveet refunds amounting to
£108,473 were made to the Bank mort-
gagees. We really had the money and it
should rightfully have gone into the vev-
enue of the State. Instead of our doing that,
the amount was not taken by the Bank but
handed back to the people to enable them
to carry on. In view of the fact that action
of that kind has been taken, the sugges-
tion should not be made that the Labour
Government have done nothing for the
farmers. That seems to he the impres-
sion which the Leader of the Opposition
desires to create,

Hon. C. G. Latham: What alternative
would you have had if yon had not re-
funded the money?

The PREMIER: What alternative have
many hard people placed in a position simi-
lar te that of the Government? When
they get money which rightfully belongs to
them, they stick to it.

Hon. C. . Latham: The people would
have walked off their holdings if they had
not had the refund for they could not
have carried on.

The Minister for Mines: Give us a little
eredit for refunding what we did refund.

The PREMIER: This amount was a dir-
ect refund. I say with all due humility
that we really did do some little thing for
the farmers, but the hon. member wounld
have the people helieve that we did
nothing. That is the implication eontained
in his criticism of the Governor’s Speech.
Approvals under the Industries Assistance
Board totalled £303,000. That amount was
granted to farmers to assist them to carry
on. T am not claiming any speecial eredit
for this; it would be the duty of any Gov-
ernment with an idea of their responsi-
bility to do this kind of work., TWhat I
am complaining about is the suggestior
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that the Government have done nothing
at all. I think the Minister for Lands will
bear me out in my objection to this eriti.
eism. I am sure that he often becomes
tired when vepresentations are made to
him by people who declare, ‘“You have
done nothing for us.’”” It is ebout time
that people knew that we have done some-
thing, end done a considerable amount to
assist the agricultural industry in earrying
on during this period of stress, I do not
say that it reflects any preat credit on the
Government, but T do say that we have
doune our job by the people of this eountry,
pactieularly those of the agricultural areas.
Fven with regard to payments in respeet
of wire netting we have paid £20,000 more
than has been received from the Common-
wealth  Government for this purpose.
The farmers were in distress in West-
ern  Australia and we supplied netfing
and relieved them of the necessity of
paying us the interest. But we had
40 meet the obligations to the Fed-
ernl Government to the extent of £20,000
which had been paid during three years.
‘The Leader of the Opposition contended
that it would be a wonderful thing for us
to set aside £500,000 for the assistance of
the agricultyral community, but the items
which T have enumerated bring our expen-
diture on behalf of the agricultural eom-
munity to 414 million pounds. However,
I do not waat to dwell on that any longer.
It is a pity I did not delay my speeck until
the Primary Producers’ Conference had met,
because we generally get an andience from
their ranks. 8till, they may read the faects
in the Press,

Hon. C. G. Latham: They will read ahout
it in the meorning.

The Minister for Lands: We ought to go
and tell them,

Hon. C. G. Latham: It would be a very
good thing to go and tell them. You could
not be as eheeky to them as—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: Regarding increased ex-
penditare, the Leader of the Opposition
gaid that he was aware that the depart-
mental heads did this, ihat and the other,
and so added to the expenditure of the
State.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I was only just fol-
lowing up the remarks of the member for
Roebourne. He gharged the Government
avith that.

The PREMIER: The hon. member was
talking about expenditure and he said the
departmental heads were anxious to push
up that expenditure. Certainly the heads
in charge of spending departments such as
the Charities, Police, Education, Health
and others are very amxious and importun-
ate—] might almost say as Treasurer—
cheeky, in their desire to do the best for
their departments.

The Minister for Mines: They would not
be worth their salt if they were not.

The PREMIER : We do not complain be-
eause we have zeal and enthusiasm displayed
by departmental officers, in their desire to
give better service to the people, but T wish
to state that the Treasury does not take one
request or two requests and deal with them
alone. The many requests from the depart-
ments are balanced, so that each in respec-
tive order of merit will get something to-
wards furthering the work which the de-
partments are striving to do on behalf of
the people of the State. The Leader of the
Qpposition also referred to the conditions of
men on part-time employment and said that
the position should be improved. I agree.
It is our poliey to improve eonditions, and
improvements have heen made, though not as
rapidly as we would wish. But the utmost
is being done with the money availabie and
considerable improvement has been made in
the eonditions, in addition to which the num-
ber of men unable to seenre employment has
been reduced by considerably over a half.
There is another aspect of inereased expen-
ditore for which nilowance has not been
made, and that concerns the impreved bué-
getary methods. llembers will know that
for a considerable time past money which
should rightly have been charged against
revenue expenditure was taken out of loan
expenditure. It was done deliberately by
suceessive Governments. I want, however,
to pay a tribute to the member for Boulder,
who, when he was Treasurer, was most cner-
getic and enthusiastie and gave instructions
from the Treasury that wherever possible
and in every way possible o true statement
of the nceounts of the State should be ren-
dered so that not only the Treasury would
know where we stood but every scetion of
the State would know exactly what was the
position in regard to the revenue and ex-
penditure. ' We have made very many altera-
tions. Payments are now made from rev-
enue which were previously made from loan.
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As an instance 1 would mention that we
used to take money into revenue from loan
on account of interest which was not paid in

respect of the Agricultural Bank., Ti
amonnted to hundreds of thousands of
pounds, The improvement in the budgetary

methods has been generally recognised. The
Chamber of Commerce of this State has re-
cognised the change which has been made for
the better and so has the Press. Commenda-
tion has also heen expressed by the Com-
monwealth Grants Commission, which I do
not fthink anybody would say was biased
greatly in favour of Western Australia or of
the Treasury of this State. That Commis-
sion stated tbat they had to ecommend the
State for the budgetary methods which had
been introduced and whiech, constituting a
great improvement, gave the real financial
position,

Hon. C. ¢. Latham: Whieh report waos
that? This year’s?

The PREMIER: The 1936 report,

Hon. C. G. Lathaw: There was cerlainly
an improvement last year.

The PREMTER: Of course that is what
makes it very hard to aceept the criticism of
the Leader of the Opposition, when he says
we have no right to increase the expenditure,

Hon. C. G. Latham: You know you had
no guthority.

The Minisier for Works: Yon did it three
years running.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We provided for it.

The PREMIER: You took it out of loan
moneys made available, However, it is gen-
erally reeognised in respeet of the finances
of the State, that a truer representation of
what really oceurs is now given to the
House and supplied to the public.  When
expenditure is taken out of loan account and
put into revenue acecount, if it was not in
revenue aceount hefore it must result in an
increase of revenue expenditure. That is
another reason for the increased expenditure
from the revenue account in the past few
years. The Leader of the Opposition also
said that the Government shounld take little
or no credit for the improvemeni in gold
mining. He stated that veally the improved
price of gold was responsible for all the
improvements made so far as the gold min-
ing industry was coneerned. That opinion
is not the opinion of people who have an
interest in the mining industry.  These
who know the indusiry and are aware
of the attitude the Government have
taken up in connection with that industry
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are full of gratitude for what the Govern-
ment have done to assist to incerense the pro-
duction of geld in the State. I met many
people in Great Britain during my reeent
visit who went out of their way io tell me
how pleased they were. They eontrasted
very favourably the attitude of the Govern-
ment of Western Australia in regard to the
gold mining industry with that of Govern-
ments in other parts of the world. 1 do nol
want to make any invidious comparisons,
but we have done a fair thing by the gold
mining industry, and we will continue
to do it. And the interested people have
responded to the measure of assistancc
the Government have given. Let me tell the
Leader of the Opposition something of whal
we have done, although not everything. We
have constructed the Big Bell railway, in.
volving an expenditure of £537,000. Thal
assisted greatly in establishing the industry
there. Indeed, it not only greatly assisted
that development, but it was actually a con.
diticn of the working of the praperty thal
the Government should assist by building
the railway. We agreed to build the rail
way; the eompany agreed to spend a larg
amount of capital. They ecarried out thein
contract and we carried out ours, and 1 eon-
sider that, as a result of the expenditure of
that meney, the production of gold in thi
State will be very materially inereased fo
many years. The railway will be opened
officially in five or six weeks and the rom
pany are under no misapprehension as t
the gratitude they owe to the Governmen!
for the assistance rendered. In conneetior
with State batteries, during the past thre
years the Government have increased the sizc
of the Kalgoorlie and Ora Banda batteries
and rebuilt Coolgardic and Laverton bat
teries. They have also renewed and extended
practically all the other plants, having ex
pended on such alterations £32,000 sined
1934.

Mr. Marshail: A lot more conld be spen
on State batteries.

The PREMIER: It eould. We have ¢
rather enthusiastic State Batteries manager
If he were let loose in the Treasury vault:
and allowed to take ount money to expend oy
State batteries, there would not be muel
lefi.

Hon. €. G. Latham: They are very profit
able.

The PREMIER : We do not seetn to maki
much profit,

Mr. Marshall; They should not be run a
a profit.
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The Minister for Mines: They never have
been.

Mr. Marshall: We will have a dehate on
it later on.

The PREMIER: In regard to the north-
ern Australia geological and geophysieal
survey a sum of £37,500 has been spent by
the State. Everybody knows of the Gov-
ernment prospecting scheme and what it has
accomplished. The Minister for Mines has
given information to the House each year
detailing the activities of the men, the gold
they have produced and the general posi-
tion. All that was made possible because
the Government provided a sum of money.
I am not saying that the Commonwealth
Government did not find some money also.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I was wondering
whether you had forgotten that.

The PREMIER: The hon. member for-
gets things very often. I do not wish to
deny credit to anyone to whom eredit is due.
If the Commonwealth Government will give
us funds, I will eertainly not withheld credit
from the Commonwealth Government.

Hon. C. . Latham: They should have
given you the money for the geophysical
survey.

The PREMIER: We paid some and the
Commonwealth and Queensland Governments
paid some for the geophysical survey. In
addition, the usual developmental assistance,
inegluding eartage subsidies. has been given
to the mining indusiry., The provision of
water supplies is just as important to min-
ing development as to agrieultural develop-
ment, perhaps more so. It is impossible to
start mining at all without water supplies.
We provided an amount of several thous-
and pounds to zive Norsoman a satisfzaetory
water seheme. All this has been done with
the idea of developing the gold mining in-
dustry. All those interested in the induostry
realise that the Government were out to help
them.

The Minister for Mines: They wonld not
be there now but for the water scheme.

The PREMIER: For the Leader of the
Opposition to imply that the price of gold
was the only factor responsible for the in-
creasrd production in the gold mining in-
dustry is not eorrect.

Mr. Doney: We have always assisted
when water supplies were required for min-
ing areas,

The PREMIER: I am aware that the
hon, membher, as indeed every member of

the Honse, has done so, but for the Leader
of the Opposition to state baldly that the rise
in the price of gold was the only factor re-
spousible for the increased production is in-
correct, The increase in the price of gold
certainty had a material effect. [ am not
going to deny that. Combined with the very
opportune rise in the price of gold were the
ciforts of the Government, who were not
hehindhand in granting assistance that
cnabled people in the outhack areas to de-
velop the industry to an extent that would
not have heeny possible had such assistance
not heen rendered, and rendered, I might
say, with all eheerfulness. Branch mains
have heen laid to Norvseman, Ora Banda and
Mt. Palmer, mains have been enlarged to
Bullfineh, Marvel Toch and Burbidge, and
parties have heen out boring for waler in
different places. Evervthing possible has
heen done to assist the industry by provid-
ing water supplics and whatever clse was.
needed in order that it might earry on suc-
cessfully. This has been the policy of the
Government for the last fonr or five years.
The other primary industry that is in a pros-
perous condition is the timber industry. This.
is one of the aspects of our development on
which the hon, member would say that some-
thing out of the £300,000 might reasonably
he expended to increase the produeiion of
wealth,

Hon. C. G. Latham: You are spending a
lot on reforestation.

The PREMIER: Yes; this is one of the
industries we desire to assist.

Hon, C. G. Latham: And the Common-
wealth Government have assisted in that.

The PREMIER: [ am net denying any
assistance received from the Commonwealth
Government. During the time of stress im
the timber industry the Government mate-
rially helped those engaged in if. We knew
that unless a helping hand were held out to
the industry, the people would be in a very
parlons eondition for perhaps many years.
In order to build up the trade, representa-
tions were made to us—the member for Boul-
der was Minister for Forests and I was Min-
ister for Railways at the time—that if we
rveduced the royalty charges on mill
logs and inspection fees on sawn and hewn
timber for export, the industry would
have a reasonable chance to ecarry on.
The mills were working only part time; im
faet many of the mills were not working at
all, Beeause the Government took prompt
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aetion and provided money, the industry
was placed on such a basis that now not a
single timber mill that could be profitably
worked is not giving full time employment.
There is a market for the timber and our
action has enabled the industry to carry on
the production of wealth. A eonsiderable
quantity of timber is exported for which
money is returned to the State by way of
trade balanece. A 20 per cent. rebate was
granted on royalty charges en mill logs, and
25 per cent. on inspection fees hoth for
sawn timber and hewn sleepers for export,
and a special rebate of 5s. a load on sawn
timber cxported outside Australia was in
operation for two or three years. Those
rebates amounted in 1934-35 to £29,911, in
1935-36 to £32,791, and last year to £27,090.
Also substantial rebates of railway freights
were granted, 1215 per cent. on interstate
business, and 16 2-3 per rent. on overseas
business, During the last three vears the
Government have rebated in railway freights
alone to the timher industry a sum of
£57,000. At a funetion T attended in
London T was able to point out that this as-
sistance had not been granted at a time
when we had an overflowing Treasury. It
was given at a time when the State had a
deficit of £300,000 or £600,00¢. Though we
were in trouble, we held out a helping hand
in order to maintain the timber indunstry.
Naturally we could not immediately eancel
the rebates, hut they will be gradually re-
dueed as the industry is in a position to
stand on its own fteet and pay the reason-
ah'e charges that were previously imposed.
The Leader of the Opposition also elaimed
that no substantial reduction had been made
in roilway freights. I told him by way of
interjeetion that reduetions had been made.
To-day T had the figures taken owt. In
1931-35 when we passed the State Trans-
povt Co-ordination Aet and  ecoincidentally
promised to veduee railway freights—which
was done—we estimated to rebate freights
to the amount of £105,000 annually.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It was not done on
the Midland line.

The PREMIER: Had those rebates not
been made, ealeulating on the basis of the
inereased traffic carried last year, railway
revenue would have been hetter off by
nearly £200,000. Yet the hon. mem-
ber said we had made no railway freight re-
ductions. T take the word of the Commis-
sioner of Railways, who said that had the

1933 rates remained in foree, he would hav
received inereased revenue to the extent o
200,000, ’

AMr. Doney: He might not have done sc
The possibility is that had you maintainec
those rates the railways would not have car
ried the same quantity of goods.

The PREMIER: That is so, but I hav
stated the position. I do not know whethe
I need pursne the task of replying to th
criticism of the Leader of the Opposition. |
feel that I am doing rather too well.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Not too bad, but no
too well, either.

The PREMIER: The bogeys raised b
the honcurable member have been suecess
fully knocked down. 1 entertain a ver
kindly feeting towards the Leader of th
Opposition, and do not wish to be hard o
him,

Houn. C. G. Lathawm: Then your kindnes
is merely balancing up for some of you
friends,

The PREMIER: I think the honourabl
member gets on fairly well with them. |
do not wish te deal at length with th
honourable member's refercnee to Trade
Hall domination.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You know it is true

The PREMIER: I know.it is untrue, an,
everyhody else knows it.

Mr. Styants: It is as good as St. George’
terrace domination,

The PREMIER: Everyone interested i
the politics of Australia is aware of th
manner in which the Labour movement i
constituted, Everyone knows that the peopl
representing Labour, cven those in the dis
tant portions of the State, meet together a
a triennial conferenee to formulate th
poliey and platform of the Labour Party
Then it becomes the job of a Labonr Gov
ernment to give effect to that policy. Tha
is what we do. We tell the electors, “Thi
is the Labour platform. This is what we n
the Labonr movement have decided upon 1
conference. If elected, we will do onr bes
to give effeet to this policy.”

The Minister for Lands: The Primar)
Producers’ Association have flattered w
by doing the selfsame thing.

The PREMIER: 1 do not objeet to that
but everyhody knows exactly what is done
As regards domination or instruetion, ther
was a time when the Country Party eonl
have been challenged on that score.

The Minister for Works: Even now.
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Hon. C. (L. Latham: We ecan supply you
with faets frem your own newspaper.

The PREMIER: Whatever the Trades
Hall anthorities endeavour to get the Gov-
ernment to earry out will be found to be
not ineonsistent with the Labour platform.
If the leader of the Opposition saw the
light and joined the Labour movement, he
would have an equal say with anyone clse.
As to domination, the Labour platform
dominates the poliey of the Labour Party,
and that is all. We are elected to give
effect to that policy, and are anxious to
do so. Unfortunately, the hon. member
and his colleagues in another place do not
give our proposals the reasonable consid-
eration that we helieve they merit. But
it is really elap-trap to talk abont domina-
tion when everybody knows exactly how
things are carried on.

Hon. C. (. Latham: What do you mean
by that?

The PREMIER: 1 saw something in the
Press to the effect that a certain speaker
at some cancus or political party meeting
had threatened to do something or attempt
to do something.

Mr. Doney: There is nothing in that.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You remember those
fellows who eame from the goldfields and
attended a cancus meeting and instructed
you what to de.

The PREMIER: No.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do, and so do
other members,

Mr. Styants: They were invited.

Hon. C. (. Latham: When the strike
was on, they instructed you what to do.
and you did il in spite of the law of the
land.

The PREMIER: I daresay that when the
hon. member was a Minister, country con-
stituents waited npon him and asked him
to do various things. It is quite a reason-
able thing for a deputation to wait upon
a Minister and ask him to carry omt cer-
tain requests. That is what is done when
we are in power. If the hon. member’s
supporters approach his Ministry and ask
for something to be done, will he say that
that is domination? Tt is about time that
the suggestions of Trades Hall domination
were dropped. Then the hon. member sar-
castieally harangues abont going to the
ecountry. No doubt he would help us to go.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T wonld so.

The PREMIER: But he would not help
us to come back.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We would stump the
country agninst you if we ecould.

The PREMTER: But if we were returned
to power, the hon. member would not help
us to carry out our programme. He would.
not help us against the Legislative Couneil,
for instance.

Hon. C. G. Latham: 1 was referring to.
statements made by the member for Roe-
hourne {Mr. Rodoreda),

The PREMTER : I think we might ask the
assistance of the Leader of the Opposition
in regard to the attitude of the Legislative
Couneil, an attitude which that House is not.
entitled to take.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If you will go to the
country, T will go with you.

The PREMIER: Perhaps then the hon.
member would not come back. Not that I
wish him any bad luek. As a Labour Gov-
ernment we recognise our responsibility in
all phases of governmental, social, agricul-
taral and industrial aetivity. We do not
bring down a legislative programme dealing
only with the Lubour platform. We recop-
nise our responsibility, as the Government of
the country, to give legislative expression
to many things which will benefit other as-
pects of industry. It seems to me that the
“non-party House,” which professes willing-
ness to give reasonable consideration to all
legislation submitted to it, really does so,
but with an absolute reservation, not merely
a mental reservation, that this means all
legislation exeept industrial legislation, That
is not a reasonable attitude. If we as a
Government adopted a eorresponding atti-
tude, saying that we would give effect to
any industrial legislation but no considern-
tien to logislation dealing with other aspects
of the people’s activities, there wounld be n
how! of indignation against us. 'The Gov-
ernment do nof intend to adopt any such
attitude, but propose to deal equitably with
all sections znd interests of the community.
However, we are not prepared to let the
Legislative Council declare, “We give con-
sideration to all aspects of State-wide legis-
Iation” suhjeet to a reservation against in-
dustrial Bills. The Legislative Council has
as much right to pass industrial legislation
as we have to pass legislation dealing with
other subjects. I do not wish to threaten
reprisals against legislation that commends
itself to the Upper House, but I do suggest
that it is up to members elsewhere, who
always claim that they give econsideration
to all legislation submitted to them, not to
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throw out ignowminiously legislation proposed
by the Government amd affecting large sec-
tions of the population. Another place has
thrown out such legislation without even
going into Committee on it- I do hope theve
will be no neressity for the Government even
to consider any poliey of reprisals such as
we might possibly have to consider if that
attitude eontinues. I will not say more than
that, In speaking on the Address-in-reply
I have not attempted to deal exhaustively
with State finance, which subject will come
forward when the Budget is brought down.
Where criticism is constructive, we welcome
it. Even to criticism whteh in our opinion
is unjustified we do not take much exeep-
tion; in fact, 1 for my part welcome it be-
cause it gives ns such an opportunity as
was afforded by the eriticism of the Leader
of the Opposition last night, to defend our
actions withont beasting about what we have
done. In a State lavgely dependent on cli-
matic eonditions, the best Government in
the world eould not put the community on
the road te prosperity when climatic con-
ditions are adverse; but a good Administra-
tion, such as we claim to be, can by admin-
istrative and lezislative aetion alleviate the
shock and burden which come upon all in-
dustries in distressful times. Western Aus-
tralian has had its periods of elimatic ad-
versily during the past two or three vears,
and those conditions have applied over large
portions of the State. 1f climatie conditions
are normal—-and that is all we can expect
or are entitled to bank on—the people of
this State will be enabled to reap some
reward from their labonrs. The present Gov-
ernment will do in future what 1t has done
in the past, irrespective of eriticism, and
irrespeetive of perhaps a little pigue arvising
from what T may term ingratitude. We shall
continne to assist industry in all its phases,
g0 that when prosperity returns the whole of
the people will share in the benefit.

On motion by My, North, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—SUFFPLY (No. 1), £2,500,000.

Returned  from the Council without

amendment,

Housz adjourned ot 9.51 pan,

Tegislative Assembly,

Thursday, 1200 Angust, 1557,

Pask

Queslions : Case of Frank Bvans ... 1)
Katanning court house ..., . [i31)
Agricultura] Bank interest rates ... e
Raflways, puperannuation .- . ]
Lotteries Connnisslon, gronts ... 1)
Aderess-in-reply, Fourth day .. 7

The SPRAKER took the Chair at +.30
pom., and read pravers.

QUESTION—IMPRISONMENT OF
FRANK EVANS,

My, BROCKAMAN asked the Minister for
Justice: 1, Why was the Jate Frank Evans,
of Boadarveckin, after his acyuittal hy =
jury, confined by the Government in the
Claremont IMospitul for the Tnsane, despite
the fact that the Tnspeetor Geneval for the
Insane testified at Kvans's trial that the
aceused wns then in his right mind!? 2, Why,
atter the Inspector General again testified
hefore the Roval Commissioner appointed
to inquire into the escape of Ielly and
Walsh  from the Claremont Asylun that
Evans was perfectly sane, was Fvans trans-
ferred to the Fremantle prison, although he
had heen found “not guilty” of any erime?
3, When the Government annocunced before
the conclusion of the last =ession of Parlia-
ment that Evans was to be released on Janu-
ary 16, 1937, was this deeizion communi-
cated to Evans himsel'? If not, why not?

The MIXISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, The detention was ordered by the trial
Judge in accordance with Section 653 of the
Criminal Code. 2, The transfer was ovdered
by the Governor in Council under Section
653 and the eonditions speeified in Prizon
Regulation 148 (a). 3, The f{iovernment
made no announcement in the terms stated
in the question,

QUESTION—EATANNING COURT
HOUSE.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What amount wa= recently ex-
pended on minor alterations to the Katan-
ning court house? 2, Is this amount all
it is intended to spend on improvements fo
the court house theve this year? '}, If the
answer to No. 2 is in the aflirmative, when
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is it mtended to provide hetter accommoda-
tion at that eourt honse as previously asked
for: and if in the negative, what improve-
ments are contemplated, and when will they
he procceded with?

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS veplied:
1, £20. 2, Yes. 3, The provision of improved
court houze accommodation has hoen listed
for consitderation on the draft T.oan Bsfi-
mates for the enerent finaneial vear,

QUESTIOGN—AGRICULTURAL BANK
INTEREST RATES.

Mr. WATTS nasked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is 5 per cent. per annum the rate
of interest beine charged to purchasers of
reverted  properties from the Agrienltural
Bank now heing offered for sale through
selling ageats rveeently appointed? 2, If
unt, what rate is being charged? 3, Ts the
rate mentioned applicable throughout the
whole period of payment, or is it subject to
alteration hy the Commissioners under Sec-
tion 46 of the Agriecultural Bank Aet? 4,
If the rate is not subject to alteration will
the same condition be applicable to all mort-
gagors to the Bank? 5, If the rate is sub-
jeet to alteration, what steps are heing
taken to advise prospeetive purehnsers of
the faet?

The MINTSTER ¥OR TAXDS replied:
1, Yes. 20 Answered by 1. 3, Subjeet to
alteration under Section 46 of the Bank
Act of 1934, 4, The rate is subject to alter-
ation, and this applies to all mortgagors of
the Bank. 3, The interest conditions are
fally set out in the mortgawe document.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS,
SUPERANNUATION.

Mr<, CARDELL-OLTVER asked the Min-
ister for Railways: 1, Has the Pullic Ser-
vice Appeal Board deerced that any ex-
wages employees of the Railway Depart-
ment ave entitled to be paid a superannua-
tion allowance under the Superannuation
Aef, 18717 2. If =0, what are the names of
sueh ex-emplovees? 3, Has the superannua-
tion allowance been paid? 4, If not, for
what reason is it heing withheld?

The MINISTER FOR RATLIVAYS ve-
plied: 1, No. 2, 3, 4, Answered by 1,

QUESTION--LOTTERIES COMMISSION,
GRANTS.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER asked the Min-
ister for Justive: 1, Has any money been
granted by the Lotteries Commission for any
public halls ov other similar buildings? 2,
If so, for what were the respective amounts
thercot and what ave the names and local-
ities of the respeetive halls? 3, What grants
have heen made from the funds of the Lot-
teries Commission under the provision of
subparngraph (i) of Section 2 of the Lot-
teries Commission .et, 1932?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, No. 2, Answered by Na. 1. 3, Returns
of pavments made under Seetion 2, Subpara-
graphs {a) to (1) inclusive are not filed undey
the separate headings. ITowever, a ecom-
plete list of all payments made from each
lotters conducted by the Lotteries Commis-
sion is attached to the auditor’s report and
submitted to Parliament at the conelusion
of each consultation.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.
Debate resnmed from the previous day.

MR. NORTH (Claremaont) [4.33]: [ am
guite sure that every member of the Touse
onjoved, if some may have becn surprised hy
the speech delivered by the member for Roe-
howrne (Mr. Rodoredn) who moved the
adoption of the Address-in-reply. Tle pur-
siol a very indepeadent line, which is wel-
come 1n this House. That is partienlarly =o
in these days when nany countries have
abandoned the Parliamentary system ander
which it is essential that those who possess
individnal rights as members shall use those
vights to the £nll. That is essential in ovder
to prevent the danger, which ean arise under
the Parliamentavy system, of Governments
of the dayv beeoming ten powerful and not
susceptible to the opinions of private mem-
hers.  The whole hasis of democraey, as we
support it, depends upon the value attached
to the efforts of private members and upon
their powers, in diffevent ways and at all
times, to influence the conrse of government,
T am pleased to have the opportunity tn
offer a few remarks in support of that point
of view hoeanse on many accasions the elee-
tors of Claremont have called npon me, a»
their Pavliamentary representative, to lake
somewhat independent lines of artion in this
Chamber.  Thex have gone out of their way
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to hack outsiders, and members will agree
" that it is seldom that the outside hovse wins
in the politieal race,  Nevertheless therein
lies the spice of the game, and it is always
interesting to sce the unknown political
lorse developing until it becomes a prime
favourite.
My, Heguev: That all depends

whether or not the outsider is backed.

Mr. NORTH: I shall vefer to three in-
stanees to illustrate my point that the peopie
of Claremont have supported formerly uu-
knuwn caures, which thev have brought for-
ward in this House throueh me. To-day
those causes atlract world-wide intevest. The
first dark horse [ will eall “Nutrition.” In
1928 that subject was mentioned in this
House, and it had the support of the present
Minister for Health. At that time the topie
was unfamiliar to members, apart from the
Minister and myself, The Press were rather
cautious in dealing with the matter. During
the years that have elapsed, the problem of
atritton has developed into one of the
world’s leading questions. We ean havdly
read a paper without perusing a mass of
dietetic information. T well remember that
when flrst mentioned in this Chamber it was
looked upon as a ridieulous subject. Not
only was that so, but one of the newspapers,
which did pay some attention te if, pointed
out that we had four or five portly members
of Parliament cach weighing 20 stone or =o,
and it was suggested that in sueh cireum-
staneces there was no need to diseuss the
question of nutrition in this State.  Un-
fortunately, in a very little Hime two of those
portly politicians eame te antimely ends,
Fver since then T have noticed that the 1’ress
have conecentrated upon propaganda to hring
hefore the notice of the people the import-
ance of this subjeet, This absolutely dork
horse in 1928 did not seem to have the
slightest chanee of attracting attention, hut
to-day it is a world-wide problem. Tt hos
even progressed to aequiring a pedigree
stage, becanse it may now he said that
Nutrition is by Bruce out of Geneva, which
it pretty zood stoek. The second dark horvse
that was dealt with strongly by the electors
of Claremont was really a railway question.
On several occasions 1 have heard membhers
advocating the construction of various lines.
Railways are of importance, and we ncerd
them. The only railway stakes that the
Claremont people have cver backed may he
deseribed as the dark horse known as “Uni-
fiention.” That certainlvy was a dark horse
with a very small degree of possibility of

upeon

interesting members when it was first men-
tioned ten ycars ago.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: What abount the
trollex buses?

Mr. NORTH: [ have not got to them yet.
Unification scemed to be a very hopeless
proposition, but the existenee of private
members’ rights enahled the matter to be
brought up. We have those rights in this
Chamber, and I was glad to sce the mem-
ber for Roehourne cxereising them. To-
day, unitieation has eome very elose to
practieality. 1t has hecome almost a mat-
ter of practieal polities. [ see thai the
representative of the CGovernmeni i an-
other place advoeated the other dayv the
building of that line from Fremantle te
Kalgoorlie, and even the National Party
carried a vesolution the other day advoeat-
ing unifieation. So it will be seen that in
this connection nlso the private member
was justified in eoming forward a hLttle
out of his turn, as might be said, to bael.
a rank outsider that has become a hot
favourite. The third instanee I would like
to give is in regard to the depression.
When the depression started, all kinds of
ways were suggested of emerging from it.
I can remember very distinetly that in this
Chamber in 1930 there was a drastic al-
tack made upon the Australian workers
for not giving a sufficient return for their
money, and an attack was made on Govern-
ments for having borrowed money and
spent it too lavishly. But even in those
days, in 1930, the clectors of Claremont
were preparved to stand by the argument
that it was the finaneial system thot was
at fault and that the trouble was not
due to the lazy Australian worker, or ex-
travagant Governments, althongh there may
or may not have been some justification for
such a charge at that time. What was
my position, then, for having daved to
make that eriticism in those early davs
when we weee all being told from everv
platform about Government extravazunce,
and the neeessity for wages being cut
down? Ay position was made very diffi-
cult, hut the fact remains that as a pri-
vate member T was justified in voicing my
views, hecause the result was that later
on people began to talk about it and inves-
tigate the position, and o demand was made
for a Royal Commission npon this finan-
eial qnestion. There was opposifion and
much diseussion. The appeintment of a
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commission was said to be unnecessary, 1t
was declared that the finaneial machine
was & thing which could not even be dis-
cussed; that it was the foundation of eivi-
lisation as it stood. We all know, lLow-
ever, that eventunally in this Chamber a
Royal Commission was requested by the
unanimous vote of the Aszembly, and
members will recall that we urged that the
Government of (he day should appoint 2
judge of the Supreme Cowrt to that eom-
mission. Never in history, to my know-
ledge, has there been an investigation into
finance exeept by those interested in it,
and the idea was that if a judge of the
Supreme Conrt could be seeured to take
evidence impartially, there was a chonce
for people to ascertain whether or not some
improvement in our finaneial machinery
way possible.  We have had that Roval
Commission. Tt took a loag time, and cost
thousands of pounds, but the report, as
far as I can learn, is receiving the plaudits
of all onr business people, and of leading
finanecial papers in other parts of the world.
T have even seen one comment that effeet
will be given in different parts of the Em-
pire to the recommendations contained in
the report. These results are surely a justi-
fication of the rights of the private member,
and of electors. Neither will submit to brow-
beating by the Government of the dax. or
even  hy a strong  Opposition, be-
canse althongh the Opposition have theiv
richts tno, even a higger right in this
Chamber is the right of the individual
member, There is something more in it
than that. It seems to me that we are
passing through a peried of history when
many (fovernments are ehanging their form
altogether, and there have arisen dietators
who are nothing less than killers and gang-
stevs. and who are running Iarge eountries.
In the face of such civewmstances, I feel
the importance of stressing the underlying
Rritish statesmanship, which is the foun-
dation of our TParliamentarv system. the
idea of a balance of power: beecanse it i3
the halance of power whieh, in all the cases
to whieh T have referred, has operated, and
it is the balance of power which runs this
conntry and this Government, and prevents
bloodshed and riots, and the various other
difficulties whieh are oeenrring in other
parts of the world. Shonld we therefore
not do everything in our power to maintain
this right of private members? Thus, althongh
I thoroughly agree with many remarks of

the mover of the Address-in-reply, who sabid
that the Address-in-reply debate could well
be ecut out, 1 suggest that if such a
comrse should e adopted, there must be
some provision in our Standing Orders to
preserve  the rights of private members.
Every move made to weaken private mem-
hers’ rights and prevent expressions of
opinion in this Chamher will tend to hring
us  gradnally towards that very form of
Giovermment by the Right ov the Left whieh
we mistrust and which i{s giving se much
trouble in other parts of the world. Two
nuestions with whiech I have heen dealing—
nuetrition and inerensed consumption—are
really now matters of ordinary banking par-
lanee, T have here the latest numhor of
the vireular issned by the Bank of XNew
Routh Wales, dated the 2nd Angust, 1937,
in which these words appear—

Modern knowlalge of dietetics teaches that
reai physical fitness depends upon a well-hal-
aneed diet.

TIere are our bankers Lelling us about nutri-
tion,

Ay, Marshall: What do they know about
it?

A, NORTH: Thex know a lot about it.
The civenlar eontinues—-

I*ood, such as Dutter, milk dnd fresh vege-
tubles, known as protective fools, are s im-
portant as energy foods, such as wheat, =ngar.
and Leef, Australin’s Constitution has saveld
the eountry for the time heing from the worst
dangers of restriction of agrieultural output.

AMr. Bruce brought this matter before the
Assembly of the Lengne of Nations in Sep-
tember, 1935. The cirenlar peints ont—-

Australia took the lead in awakening the con-
science of the world to the need for an eu-
lightened nutrition poliey. Ile (Mr. Druee)
spoke on that oceasion of ‘fthe marriage of
liealth and agriculture.’’

So it will he scen that this matter has re-
ceived reeognition in the most responsible
cireles 1 our community—-the Assocviated
Banks. Then on another page again there
is the question of the financial machine be-
ing slightly adjusted, in order to enable con-
sumption to be increased and abstention to
be eliminated. TIn the smne eivcular this is
very strongly stressed—

What is essential, however, is that Govern-
ments everywhere should be determived nof to
allow teehnical points to be used as an excuse
for non-co-operation. Thigs the Governments
could do the more readily if they could depart
from the depression and post-depreasion men-
tal attitudes,
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Have the Government today goi n post-de-
pression attitude? T should like to  hear
that they have an optimistie attitnde. The
cireular eontinues—

During those perisds they righily concen-
trated upon ihe inierests of pruducers of ali
kinds, and gave very little consideration 1o the
interests of the public as eonsumers. We have
seen already that in the easc of agriculture a
poliey of nutrition adopted and carvied {hrough
at an international level could do much to re-
store vitality and progress to agricultural pro-
duction throughout the world.

Then they finish in this way—

The same thing would be true if, i eonsuler-
ing industrial tariffs and the conditions under
which trade and production are carricd on the
Governments aimed at sceuring as far as pos-
sible the maximum output at ceonomic prices,
and at increasing the supplies of goods which
their populations can buy. Tf the great trusts
were unable to raise prices in their home mar-
kets they would not be abic to disturh inter-
national trade by price disecrimination in for-
eign markels. If therefore the Governments
in the gréat industrial countries were to con-
centrate upon protecting their owa consumers,
they could take a great deal of the venom out
of the competition of the grest trusts, If the
great empires in the world would concentrate
upon inecregsing consumption amnd raising the
standard of life of their dependent peoples,
they would let loose forces making for ecom-
omic expansion throughout the whole world.

S0 the Government of today have to take
this pressure on two sides. They have the
pressure of the abolition of poverty cam-
paign, and now they have the Bank telling
them to forget their post-depression attitude,
and set ahout inereasing consumption.

Mr. Marshall: There are lots of people in
this State who would gladly increase eon-
sumption :

Mr. NORTH: Let me ab this stage point
out to the Chamber what was achieved by
that Royal Commission to which I have re-
ferred. They eame to this conelusion, which
is vital in the history of this country, and
whieh is an epoch-making conclusion from
whieh I hope there will be no departure;
this Royal Commission has ruled that where
there is a dispute between the Government
of the day and the Commonwealth Bank
there shall be a full and frank diseussion,
but 1f the discussion is not satisfactorily
solved then the will of the Government of
the day chall prevail, and that Government
shall take responsibility for its action in
having overruled the Bank, That is a bold
revolution in eeconomic thought, and I feel
that although there has not heen verv much

diseussion of the subject in this Chamber,
what is the use of this Chamber failing te
interest itself in this important subject?
Beeause this mneans in effect that from now
on the people can hold their members of
Parliament responsible for any failure to
adopt a people’s progressive policy. In the
past there may have beenr some dispute as
to who was responsible iir the ultimate; be-
eanse the Loan Council met, and if it had
a certain policy, and if that policy was
found to be not in accordance with the
tenets of sound finanee, then the Common-
wealth Bank was able to refuse that poliey.
On the last two or three oceasions some of
the Premiers did say that the responsibility
must then be on the Bank. But now in ag-
cordance with this most important report
which was issued under the chairmanship of
a judge of the Supreme Conrt, we have an
opposite situation in which the Govern-
ment of the day are responsible to the
House for formulating the finaneial poliey
of the Australian nation.

Mr. Hegney: It is only a recommendation.

Mr. NORTH:: Of course it is. I do not
sce what else a Royal Commission can do
but bring in a recommendation. I am fry-
ing to show that it is possible for private
members of a Joeal Assembly like this to
achieve important results in this eommunity,
and I am doing it in order to stress that if
our system of Government, nnmely, demo-
eraey, is to prevail, we should protect those
rvights of private members in view of what is
happening in other parts of the world. I
admit that what is put up by the Royal
Commission is only a recommendation, but
of eourse it is open to the Government of
the day, or failing that, some other Govern-
ment, to put that idea into forece. I am eon-
vinced that sooner or later the people will
demand it, because the recommendation will
stand. T shall be much surprised if, duving
the eoming clection, the matter is not at-
tended to. Of course it may be that it will
he raised during the election and left to he
dealt with after the eleetion. Still, there is
the recommendation. Leaving this matter,
it seems to me that from now on any Gov-
ernment of the day, hoth in State and imr
Federal politics, must he held responsible
for their actions, and that when this machin-
ery is in operation there will be no need
whatever for any Government to say that
they cannot meet the situation. I may give
an illustration: At this moment, I am in-



74

formed, there are hundreds of C class men
unable to obtain employment suitable to
their limitations, and who are therefore
living on rations. Many of them have wives
and families. Obviously those C class men
through cirenmstances beyond their control
ave not doing a fair thing towards their
wives and families on the money they are
receiving. Still the Government will say
that in existing cirenmstances thev are un-
able to pay more money, and the criticism
then mast be that they have spent money in
various other ways which we may think less
desirable, money that should be available for
putting the C grade men on their feet. But
in future no Federal Government will he
able to ignore the demands of a State, and
so we shall have opportanity to erilicise
Governments on their merits. So I think we
may say that on such a slender foundation
a very great job has been done by the elec-
tors of Claremont in this Assembly during
the long years they have been represented
in Opposition. I must say it has been very
enjovable to me to have had the honour of
serving them. Largely has it been due to
the backing I have received and surely
“backing outsiders” is the spice of politics.
Now I should like to point out this:
The ideas T have voiced on nutrition, unifi-
cation of ganges, and the Royal Commis-
sion’s report are based upon expert evidence.
I have never taken up in this Chamber
canses for my electors without having he-
hind me arguments that are absolutely
waterticht. The evidenee hehind nutrition
was that of Dr. Tibble, the first doctor of
our generation, at any rate to my know-
ledge, to stress the point that medicine
must get away from velying solely
on  hottles and get back to feed-
ing in order to enre disease. That was an
arresting idea. Dr. Tibble was followed by
‘Bir Arbuthnot Lane. of Guy’s Hospital,
who has now reached his eightieth year, and
he even infringed professional etiquette by
going out on the hustings and telling the
people of England that they must have a
new health socicty; that they could not con-
tinue with a C3 ramshackle raee growing up
but must know what to eat. I suppose he
was under the impression that once the
people knew what to eat, they would be able
to buy it. When in 1928 the matter was
diseussed from the point of view of the pub-
lie, and mention was made of the desirability
of school teachers Imstroeting the children
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how to eat, we were told by the Labour
Party that there was not cnongh money;
if the people knew what to eat they still
could not buy those commodities. To-day,
in Great Britain, the position is reversed. I
understand there is a move on foot to in-
crease the incomes of depressed families, but
it is argued that it is of no use giving them
the money because they do not know what
to eat. Tt is allegedly pure ignorance there.
I have mentioned the subject of unification
of gauges hecause vesterday I had a some-
what bitter argument with a fellow Nation-
alist, who considers that we should retain
the 3ft. Gin, railway gauge in Western Aus-
tralia for all time, The backing for a uni-
form gauge is that of Mr. Blake and Mr.
White, experlt railway engineers, who came
here shortly after the end of the war to in-
veatigate and report on our railways, They
told us that we eould not afford to wait a
day in Degimning to convert the railways to
one gauge with uniforn rolling stoek and
one set of standards throughont. T believe
that we shall live to sce that work under
way, if not consummated. T believe that in
the near future either the present or some
other Government will make a start to bring
the line from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie into
conformity with the Commonwealth gaunge.
Regarding the third subject the man whe
really influenced me to study the subject of
finanee was a financial expert who is now
the Lieut-Governor of the State. This is
a marvellons country indeed. Some years
ago Sir James Mitchell was earvieatured with
another member, Mr. A. Thomson, on a
poster, which depicted an ass with two bheads
but no tail. One head represented Sir
James Mitehell and the other Mr. Thomson.
How times change! Sir James, who him-
self has done so mmeh fo bring abount the
opening up of this country, came to me in
1929 and said, “You ought to look meore into
the financial side of politics. Other mem-
bers do their own work, but whencver I start
to talk about finances or the Budget, they
begin to shuffle their papers. I want you, as
a young member, to pgive & hand by looking
into figures and helping me on oecasion.”
Evidently, T got hold of the wrong hook.
Mr. Marshall: You got too enthusiastie.
Mr. NORTH: I began hy looking up all
the Treasury returns and financial state-
ments, and in my searches discovered a most
extraordinary thing, I found that in the
railway returns and the Treasury refurns
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different forms of ledger balancing were
adopted, and while the Treasury statements
showed a dead loss on railway operations,
the railway returns showed a dead profit.

The Minister for Employment: Should
not you say a live profit?

My, NORTH: When the Minister has
heard my explanation I think he will agree
with me that it was a dead profit. I went to
Sir James, pointed out that the returns did
not seem to tally, and asked the meaning.
He laughed and replied, “Be guided by
the Treasury veturns; we take no cog-
nisance whatever of the railway returns.
The railways are used for -conveying
members of Parliament and school children
hither and thither, and those balances do not
count as real profits.” Realising that there
was somecthing rather ecurions about the
matter, L, in an idle or careless maoment,
ambled down the street to Albert’s hookshop
and vurehased a tract on monetary reform
by Mr. Keynes. That book was the origin
of ali the worries I have experienced during
the succeeding seven years. It contained a
letter addressed to the Governor of the Bank
of England, Mr. Montague Norman, and in
it T read a striking sentence to this effeet,
“There i1s no question of the day on which
80 many conservative notions are held as the
nuestion of eurrency, and there is no ques-
tion on which reform is more needed. Unless
reforms are made, society will decay.” Here
we had a matter lying at the very founda-
tion of sociely and a Cambridge expert, one
of the leading thinkers, telling us that no-
where was there greater need for change,
and that unless changes were made. society
would decay. That letter was written in
1924, and I have often wondered whether
Mr. Montague Norman received it. Much
has happened in the intervening years. We
have had a Royal Commission that has pro-
duced a most wonderful report, a report
that I believe will make history. But that
alone will not solve the problem.

Hon. W. D. Johnzon: What horse arc you
hacking now?

Mr. NORTH: Some of the horses T have
in mind did not start. Thase which actnally
started T may refer to as “The Premiers’
Plan,” “Nationalisation,” and “Economic
Demoeracy.” Tt is the last-named horse
which won. If you permit the Government
of the day, in a dispute with the Common-
wealth Bank, to win out against it, that is
economic democracy. The horse to which the
hon, member may have been referring was

serateched; it did not start. Long before the
Royal Commission commenced operations
certain electors and others asked me to bring
forward a proposal to have an investigation
conducted by this House, but refused to give
evidence before the Royal Commission. I
was, therefore, relieved of further action in
that connection. Thus, the horse in question
was seratched. I do not deny that in other
climes such as Alberta that particular linrse
might have had a run, but there was a lot
of trouble at the starting post. It might
not suit our particular clime. We have our
own experts, and economic democracy has
won the day here. Any horse ean eome for-
ward now, and the Government of the day
will have power to bring these things into
force. That in itself will render Govern-
ments more cautious. The position will he
a little like that in connection with the
Legislative Couneil. Just at the moment it
is very tempting for the State Government
te put up some hot ones to another place,
becanse they know another place will throw
them out. Suppose, however, a leiter were
written by the President of the Legislative
Council to the Premier stating that, to test
the policy of the Lahour Government, ii
had been agreced by vesolution in that
Chamber that all legislation hronght fur-
ward by the Government would be passed
in its entirety for a period of one vear, so
that the people might test the elfect of
that legislation. If such a letier were
written, the test would be applied.

Mr. Sleeman: Suppose you get him to
write such a letter.

Mr. NORTH : That is the position under
the hanking eommission. In the past Gov-
ernments of the day have come forward
with all these brilliant ideas, or dark
horses as they may be called. They may
have been fortunate and been returned to
office. They have always known, however,
that there was the Senate which, heeanse
of vested interests, would devote special
attention to these things in order to pro-
teet their own rights from their point of
view, (lovernments have known in advance
that almost in the ratio of ten to one
dangerous proposals would be thrown
out by the Senate. To-day, under the find-
ing of the Royal Commission on banking,
Parliament has been superseded. The wat-
ter at issue will he one for the Government
of the dav to decide. (Governments of the
future, therefore, will be more cautiouns:
about what they bring before the peovle.
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I am now going to mention a problem which
has not yet been solved, despite the Royal
Commission and all our wearisome labours.
T refer to the question of storks.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I am reading of
the enckoo now.

Mr. NORTH: The bird I am thinking of
is the stork. Storks are leaving this coun-
try and we have to get them back. Storks
have gone to Russia, South Ameriea and
to Far Eastern countries,

Mr. Marshall: What have you done to
help the stork?

Mr. NORTH: That is a personal ques-
tion. It is my hope that all these improve-
ments in our economic affairs, inereased
consumption of food, ele., ecircumstances
which are now so near frnition, will have
the right effect. It is something aguinst
human nature that a eommunity should not
adequately reproduee its own kind. Tt is a
most serious question. A few months ago
a Cambridge professor passed through this
State en route to the Melbourne University
where he had to deliver a number of lec-
tures. He stated that unless the western
nations brought forward the principle of
family allowances for depressed income
families, we would be in danger of geing
down.

Mr. Marshall: The poor man is the one
who provides the natural increase.

Mr. NORTH: That is so. The diffienlty
is that on the balance it works out at two
children per family.

Mr. Marshall: Tt is the social hutterfly
who is at fault.

Mr. NORTH: It appears that there are
two tronbles. Those who have a few chil-
dren seem to be able to bring them up sat-
isfactorily, but in the case of large fami-
lies the children are very often, under-
nonrished and fail to grow up. The ¢ues-
tion of the generations to follow is a most
important ome, and it is a problem that
must be solved quickly. In the past there
may have been some excuse for Govern-
ments in respect to any assistance they
might have rendered, because they conld
do nothing without finanece. Now that we
have the report of the Royal Commission
we ean look at the matter in a different
light. State Governments will be in a posi-
tion to make requests for financial aceom-
modation for health, nutrition, ete, and
to overcome those difficulties which pre-
viously existed.

Hon, W, D, Johnson: To whom would
such requests be made?

Mr. NORTH: To the Loan Council, for
instance. Any Government which turned
down requests of that nature would have
a sorry time when going back to the clee-
tors, because of the findings of the Royal
Commission. After trying to establish
prosperity complex in the minds of mem-
bers of the Government, I now wish to
refer to one or two matters such as sub-
ways in my distriet and trolley buses. We
talk about the loss of babies. That is bad
enongh, but there is also the question of
loss of life from transportation. A good
deal of the loss of life is due to the lack
of subways. In my distriet we ave asking
for the widening of a subway in Claremont
throngh which the taxis and buses pass.

Mr. Marshell: The subways I know con-
stitute a great danger.

Mr. NORTH : This too constitutes a great
danger, and requires to be widened. In con-
neetion with the Cottesloe station a depu-
tation was reeently very kindly received
by the Minister for Railways, and as a
conseruence L hope to see a special item
on the Estimates dealing with the matter.
The suggestion was made that the Federal
Aid Roads Agreement might provide funds
for a job of this kind. Tt is sugrested that
five annual grants might be made from the
fund, free of interest. That wounld enable
ns to have a niee job done and a lot of good
would acerue to the district. Technically
this partienlar spot is in the clectorate of
the member for North-East Fremantle, but
many of the electors in my distriet are
anxious to see the work done. The only
other matter, apart from the trolleys, that
I wish to refer to ean be disposed of briefly.
It is Butler's Swamp. The subject has often
been brought up in this Chamber, and dur-
ing nearly every election my opponent has
asked, “Why has not Butler’s Swamp been
aftended to? Why is nothing done about
it? What is our member doing?’ As
regards the last question, it is not
easy for a omember to get atten-
tion given to such & matter, as
there are fifty of us in this Chamber.
However, it so happens that there is now
a very simple way suggested out of the diffi-
culty. Within a hundred yards or so of the
swamp there is a scwer. That sewer is on
a slightly higher level. The argument now
is that if about a hundred yards of piping
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were plaeed in the swamp and a small engine
aitached—current being availabie—the whole
swamp conld be pumped away. Once the
water gets on top of the level, it would
syphon and go into the Minister’s sewerage
down on the sea-coast. I wonder whether
the Minister for Works and Water Supplies
can be tempted to spend a matter of £300
to eliminate this huge volume of water
which is not wanted.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: But would the
swamp fill up again?

Mr. NORTH: Not immediately when 1t
is once cmptied, though I believe much
of the water from the town is deposited
there. The residents econcerned are not
numerous, and ¢annot get a hearing them-
selves. Moreover, it is a matter for the
ratepayers. I promised one of them faith-
fully that on this oeccasion I would bring
the guestion before the House. I warn the
Minister, however, that some other people
are afraid the resnlt of the proposed action
might be to spoil their wells. The last mat-
ter of all is one which has received so much
publicity that I faney all hon. members know
about it already. Therefore I intend to de-
vote only a few words to it. The issue in
qnestion is the trolleys. A great many per-
sons in Claremont are highly pleased about
the trolleys and will use them. A great many
other persons in Claremont are using the
buses, and they want to use the buses. Fur-
ther, quite 2 number of those who will use
the frolleys would like to be able to use the
buses now. There is no particular diseus-
sion at the moment about the installation
of the trolleys. These people merely say,
in the first place, that if the Government
were in a position to improve the means of
transport, they would be very pleased about
that, and that they would just as soon see
a dozen more Diesel buses. In the mean-
time, however, they ask: Cannot some of the
restrictions be lifted from the transport?
They have been told by the member for
Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan) and myself that
that is & matter really for Parliament, that
the Transport Board cannot take instrue-
tions from the Government except ex officio,
and that the board, anyhow, cannot aceept
instruetions from the Government officially.
The idea, therefore, is that perkaps the
Hounge might be persnaded to amend the
Transport Aect so that in cases of this sort,
where an existing facility has proved to be
not convenient enough, the board should have
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power to lift restrictions until the new sys-
tem is in operation. That is af] it amounts
to. The Government shounld be swayed in
the matter, though I do not suppose they
will be rocked fo their foundations. A great
dezl of annoyance is caused to many Clare-
racut residents. The hardship is not as bad
ag some of the hardships existing in the
country; but what I have suggested is what
is desired by the people who have brought
the matter to my attention. I assure the
House that T have not stirred those people
up. It is a real homnets’ nest of their own
brewing: I ask to be excused for the mixed
metaphor. Could the suggestion be consid-
ered? TIs the House big enough to con-
sider an amending elause in transport legis-
lation to provide not only in this case, but
in many cases in the distant future—per-
haps in 50 years’ time the Government will
still be building trams—the necessary allevi-
ation? Could not we consider the idea that
wherevey n case is found by the Transport
Board in which existing facilities do not
suffice for the job to permit the necessary
convenience to be furnished by other mesne?
In such a eese could not the board declare
that the residents should be entitled to use
the buses?

The Minister for Railways: The buard
might provide for taking the stings out
of the hornets.

Mr. NORTH: I am not too sure where
the stings are. At all events, I am not en-
couraging the econstruetion of hornets’
nests. On the whole I may be said to have
not made as mueh ado as I should about
the matter. Still, it was clearly stressed
by me in this Chamber last session. I am
sure the Government know all ahout the
subject. They are sufficiently informed fo
make it unnecessary for me to take up the
time of the House with regard to it. I
desire to conclude on a personal note. I
am very pleased indeed that the Premier
has come back from his trip abroad look-
ing in excellent health, which I am sure
every member of the Chamber is glad to
see.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[5.28]: The applause one receives when
standing up to speak on the Address-in-
reply is always encouraging, especially to
one who requires a little enconragement,
as I do. I should like to begin on a per-
sonal note. T too am glad, as we all are
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on this side of the Chamber, to know {hat
the Premier has had such an enjoyable
trip to the Old Country, and that he has
returned greatly benefited in health. We
were all coneerned about the hon. gentle-
man’s state of health just prior to his de-
parture for the Homeland; and if the trip
abroad has been responsible for any im-
provement, I feel sure we all think it was
well worth whilee In my opinion, it is
highly desirable that cur public men should
vigit the Old Country at intervals. There
are some people in the community who
appear to believe that these trips Home
are mere pleasure jaunts. I do not agree
with that view. To my mind, it is abso-
lutely essentinl that the leaders of our
public life should visit Great Britain occa-
sionally in order to keep in close touch
with Empire affairs and with the affairs
of the outer world. I must express my
regret at the accident which has befallen
the Minister for Agrieculture (Hon. F. J.
8. Wise). I sincerely trust that his injury
will prove to be merely temporary, and that
he will soon be able to resume his place
amongst us, I do not agree with the hon.
member who moved the adoption of the
Address-in-reply that this debate is a
waste of time. I am rather with the hon.
member who has just resumed his seat that
the debate gives us an opportunity to ex-
press our views, and that it is the hest
opportunity we get during the session.
Consequently, some good is derived from
the debate on the Address-in-reply. T con-
sider, however, that it could very comsid-
erably be shortened, and it should not be
gllowed to drag on as long as it usually
does. I hope, therefore, that by the end
of next week we shall have finished the
debate. I have heard a number of mem-
bers say that it is not their intention to
speak, but I feel that the longer it drags
on the more those members will be terapted
to speak. I see no reason at all why we
should not end the debate, say, next
week., 1 shall set a good example, and
will make the promise that I will not keep
this House very long with the few remarks
I have to offer. I have a number of re-
quests to make, and one of them is that
I hope the Premier will give members the
opportunity to take part in the fortheom-
ing Federal election, which is to be held
towards the end of the year. It is most
important that members should be per-
mitted to take some part in that eleclion

campaign, as probably it will prove to be
the most important Federal election that
has yet taken place. After having read
this morning’s paper I am more than ever
anxious to take an aective part in the cam-
paign. I noticed that the Leader of the
Labour Party is determined to bring about
the nationalisation of banking, and there
is no doubt that one of the most important
questions the people of the Commonwealth
will have to decide towards the end of the
year is whether we are to have a socialised
State or not. If any Governmeni shoutd
acquire control of hanking and should put
their own men in charge, as it is proposed
to do, and assume econtrol of broadeast-
ing, there will be no qguestion about
it that we shall be a socialised State.
It wil be the end of individnal
effort and initiative. Powers such as
these are held only in dictator eountries,
and I am not favourable to such a position
arising in the Commonwealth. I take this
opportunity to ecommend the Minister for
Tudustries for the cnthusiasm he has dis-
played in connection with the eampaign to
support loeal industries. He and those as-
sociated with him deserve every credit for
the manner in which they carried out the
lueal produee display a little while back in
Perth. Anyone who visited that display
must have been impressed by what this
country is ecapable of producing. One
wonders why it is sueh a difficult job to get
people to support local products and indus-
triecs. The Government I supported when I
wag first elected to Parliament were particu-
larly keen on getting the people to support
Jocal produets. I think it ean be said that
that Government were the first actively to
associnte themselves with a campaign of
that kind. In that valuable pocket Year
Book which has just heen issuzed I notice
that the population of Western Australin at
the end of last year was 451,557, and of
that number 212,000 people resided in the
metropolitan area, which embraces the dis-
triets of Fremantle and Midland Junetion.
No less than 40 per cent. of the people of
this State live in the metropolitan area. The
Minister will agree with me that this is not
a healthy state of affairs, and we should try
to give better facilities to those people who
live in the eountry districts. As far as pos-
sible all the comforts enjoyed hy the people
in the eities should be extended to the people
in the country. I do not think anyone will
disagree with that. We hear a lot ahout the
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housing conditions in the ¢ity, and I have no
doubt there is voom for considerable im-
provement. But I venture to say that the
average house in the city is farther in ad-
vance in respect of comfort than the average
house in the country. I have made applica-
tion to the Workers’ Homes Board to secure
the ervection of houses in my gdistrict for
young men who wish to obtain them. TUn-
fortunately, I have not been successful in
respect of any application. When the previ-
ous Government were in power they did
build a number of houses in my electorate,
but since then, although I have made apph-
cation on a number of oecasions, it has not
been possible for me to get one agreed to.
Every time I approach the Board I am told
that the applicant must wait 12 months, and
oven then there is no guarantee that he will
sueceed in his request. I do not consider that
the money could be spent to better advant-
age than in the provision of homes for
workers. We are told that money skould be
spent only on reproductive works. I agree
with that, and I know the difficulty is to de-
eide what are reproductive works. I would
place the building of workers’ homes within
that eategory. The member for Claremont
referred to the falling birth rate, and told
us that the storks had left the country.
Seriously speaking, the falling birth rate is
our most serious problem, and it appears to
me that if will be even more serious in the
future. So I think that when we receive
applications for the building of workexs’
homes, every effort should be made to pro-
vide them. T trust that more of our loan
money will be made available in the future
for the purpose of providing homes for the
people who require them.

Mr. Styants: Will you support a scheme
for child endowment?

Mr. MeLARTY : I would support such a
scheme. I consider that a man with a family
is penalised today. T would give every con-
sideration to the man with a large family.
We have developed a peculiar habit in this
country, and I do not know the reason for
it. A man whom I know had a son and
heir born to him, and visiting the local hotel
he asked those around him to celebrate the
occasion. One of those present, however,
made the sensible snggestion that it was
those around him who should shout for the
proud father. I agree that that should be.
I shall not make any promise to support a
child endowment scheme until I know what

the scheme is. I can promise the member
for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Styants) that if he has
anything like a reasonable scheme, I will
give it my wholehearted support. I agree
with the prineiple. I shall pot say anything
more regarding workers’ homes at the pre-
sent stage, except to express the hope that
I shall have better luck with regard to
futurs applications I may make. I wish to
draw the attention of the Minister for
Education to the faet that I have
cxperienced very great difficulty in securing
the expenditure of any money in my dis-
triet by the Education Department.

Several members: You are not the only
one.

Mr. Thorn: The member for Middle Swan
has done very well.

Mr. McLARTY: From time to time I
have been promised that certain schools
would he built, and otber*existing sehools
renovated. Every time I have approached
the Director of Education regarding those
matters, I have been told that no moncy was
available for the purposes. Five or six
vears ago one school that I was interested
in was, according to the infermation given
to me, first on the list of wurgent public
works. It must have slipped from that
position, but the fact that it was first on
the urgent lisi shows how important a publie
work it was considered at the time. It is
hard to convinee many in the country dis-
triets that money is not available for the
construetion of schools. Country people
provide a tremendous amount of money for
edneational purposes, irrespeetive of the
taxation they pay. Voluntary organisations,
sinch as the Parents and Citizens’ Associa-
tion, must have supplied the Edueation De-
partment, during the past few years, with
muny thousands of pounds. I do not desire
to make any comparison between the city
and the country, but I do believe that such
associations are more active in small centres
with small sehools, than they are in larger
towns and ecities.

Mr. Raphael: They do good work.

Mr. MeLARTY : Yes, wherever they may
exist. I am under the impression, however,
that the requirements in the smaller eentres
tend fo develop greater enthusiasm in the
work. With regard to water supplies in
country distriets, I am convinced that we
should spend as much money as we dun in
the rural areas, and I am just as anxiouns as
anyone else that any such expenditure
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should be only on what may be regarded as
reproductive work. I am not pariicularly
coneerned as to which Government provided
the greater number of agricultural water
supplics. I know that the Government I
supported spent a large sum of money in
conserving water in the South-West, and I
nnderstand that at present survey patties
are out with a view to aseerfaining whether
water ean be conserved in the Darling
Ranges so that it may be taken hack teo the
driev agricullural areas. 1 do not know of
any work that eould be more highly eom-
mended. A district with an unreliable water
supply cannot face the future with the con-
fidenee that is essential. I know that no
Government, under present conditions, could
make water available at once. The work
would take a number of years to complete,
and, therefore, the sooner we make a start
with the conservation of water, the better it
will be for the ‘State. I know of no more
important work that could be nndertaken.
In my opinion we have a right to ask the
Federal Government to assist ns in that
direction, and certainly additional money
should be made available for the purpose.
One of the greatest difficulties confronting
the rural areas to-day is that the settlers are
unable to obtain the water supplies that their
renuivements demand. Another matter of
importance is the spread between the pro-
ducer and the consnmer, which is a matter
that vitally affects the ecountry people.
Members are aware that recenily a refer-
endum was tuken regarding the marketing
problem, and the proposal of the Federal
Government was overwhelmingly dcfeated.
That result, however, does not absolve Gov-
crnments from the obligation te investigate
the marketing problem. Much has heen said
in this Chamber regarding the metropolitan
whole milk supply. Let us esamine the
spread in that instance. To-day the milk
producer is receiving, in many instances, as
little a= 10d. per gallon for the milk that he
forwards. Notwithstanding that low return,
the consumer in the metropolitan area has
to pay 2s. 4d. or more per gallon. That
represents an enormous spread and it should
not be allowed to continue. How ¢an we ex-
pect to encourage greater consumption while
there is that spread between the price re-
ceived by the produeer and that paid by the
consumer?

Mr. Hegney: Do you want to inerease the
price to the consumer?

Mr. McLARTY:; The consumer is paying
‘enough already, ;

Tlon. C, G. Latham : The price to the con-
sumer should be reduced.

Mr., MeLARTY: I would cerfainly not
support any increase in that divection, but
I claim that the producer is entitled to re-
ceive more for his commodity, and thus
lessen the spread between him and the con-
sumer.

Mr, Hoenev: Ts there not a fixed price?

Mr. MeLARTY: There s a fixed price at
18, 3. per gallon, but varions charges vedueo
the return to the eonsumer to 10d. or even
9d. per gallon. Milk may probably be an
article of food to whieh this particularly ap-
plies, but the position is largely the same
regarding fruit and other primary preducts.
Tt should he the duty of the Governmeat to
minimise the spread hetween the producer
and the consumer. I wish to draw the atten-
tion of the House to the manner in which the
law is administered, particularly with regard
to fines, We have heard references to the
probable introduction of a Bill to deal with
starting-price betting. I do not knew what
the Bill will contain, but I do know that
wrong is very often done in this State. In
my opinion, we should fix the minimum fines
to be imposed in many instances. Tt is nof
uncommaon to read of a man in Perth being
fined £50 for keeping a hetting shop.

Mr. Sleeman: Do you agree with that?

Mr. McLARTY: Very often the fines ave
£20 or £30. In the Fremantle district a fine
of £20 seems to be the maximum, and such
a fine is seldom, if ever, inflicted. Tn Kal-
goorlic a middle course seems to he steered,
while in the counfry districts the fines vary.
If it is wrong to have starting-price betting
shops in Perth, it is equally wrong to have
them in Fremantle, Kalgoorlie or elsewhere.

Mr. Marshall: Or on the racecourse.

Mr. McLARTY : Why should a fine of £50
he inllicted in Perth and a fine of £20 in
Fremantle, for similar offences? ’

Mr. Hughes: Why launch the prosecu-
tions at all, secing that the racecourse owners
are allowed to flout the law?

Mr. McLARTY: We can deal with that
phase later on. If there are to be such
presecutions, there should be some uniform-
ity with regard to the fines imposed.

Mr. Fox: That is not the only direction
in which fines vary.

Mr. MeLARTY: No, I would instance
the position regarding drunken motorists.
The fines imposed upon that class of offender
also vary. Some magistrates regard the men-
ace of the drunken wmotorist mmch more
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seriously than others. I would have a mini-
mum penatty fixed for this offence also if I
had my way.

Mr, Marshall:
either.

Mr, McLARTY: I would take the offen-
der's license away as well. I was hoping
to see something in the Governor's Speech
about third party risk. Tnsurance rates
are being pnt up. That will mean that
fewer motorists will insure. Hospitals get a

It should not be in cash

areat  number  of  motor accident cases
throughoui ithe year. In many instanees the
injured people are unable to pay. Fre-

quently their health has been rnined forever,
and they suffer ihe cffects of the accidents
which have befallen them for the vest of their
lives. Notwithstanding this they are unable
to obfain one penny piece. The time has
come when we should go into the matter of
third party risk. No motorist should be
allowed on the road to-day unless he is able
to provide some insurance in regard to third
party visk. Tt is n most serious problem and
one which this Hounse should tackle and I
hope it will be tackled this session. T notice
that there is a proposition that the Federal
Govermment shonld bring about national in-
suranee, hbul I do not know that that will
o us any good as far as motor accidents
are coneerned.

Mr. Styants: The State Insurance Office
will. Legalise the State Insurance Office.

Mr. McLARTY: The hon, member and T
had better leave that argument until a little
later on. T listened to the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition the other evening
nnd T thonght he made a very effective
speech. The Leader of the Opposition re-
ferred 1o the financial emergency tax and
Eull-time work for the unemployed, I ean-
not help but notice the attitude members
opposite adopt when they are on these
henehies compared with that which they take
up when they are on the Treasury benches,
They must often think to themselves “what a
kindly Jot of people we are over here.” Buj
when we on this side of the House
were over there I can remember that we
were trounced on every occasion. The inost
we received out of the financial emergeney
tax, in one year as the Leader of the Oppo-
sition pointed out, was £220,000. Yet hon,
members opposite, who were then on this
side of the House, and particularly the
former Minister for Employment, used to
stand up and slate the Government right

and left for not providing full-time work.
He went to no end of pains to explain how
the provision of full-time work would grow
like & snowball, the work so provided lead-
ing to the provision of work for others, I
think the member for Fremantle took
& very active part in the diseussion in those
days as well. He used to be continualiy at
the Government about providing full-time
employment. The Government to-day are
receiving over £900,000 from the financial
cmergency tax and have not provided full-
time work., It is not surprising that the
relief worker is wondering whether he will
ever get full-time work,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Oh yes.
Government poliey.

Mr. MecLARTY : I am tipping that before
the next election they will all be back on
full pay.

My, Withers: I think that if the Labour
Party are not returned to office the relief
workers will be where they were before.

Hon. C. G. Latham: All on full time.

Mr. Marshall: Pulling grass out of the
footpaths.

Mr. McLARTY: I remember we were
told that we had no right to use the fin-
ancial emergency tax for anything else but
relief of unemployment. That was the
popular ery on this side of the House at
that time. How much of the tax is being
used to-day entirely for the relief of un-
employment?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Silence,

Mr. MeLARTY : The latest move on the
part of the Gtovernment to force private
employers to employ unionists omly will
not help. I am rather glad in & way that
the Government have done this beeause it
will rouse the apathetic electors in this
country to a sense of their duty. Hon.
members strongly objected the other night
when the Leader of the Opposition said
that this was Trades Hail domination. That
is the impression amongst many penple
outside this House, but I am rather inclined
to believe that it is the enthusiasm of the
Minister "for Employment and Industries
that is responsible. If the Premier will
take any advice from me—and I would not
like to give him any but good adviee—I
would smggest that he curb the enthusiasm
of this young Minister or else I think it is
certain to bring about the downfa.ll of his
Government.

It is the
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The Premier: You are getting yuite
worked np from the politieal party stand-
point, aren’t you?

Mr. McLARTY: I was never a strong
party man. It has been generally recog-
hised that my views are very democratie
and I eould never work up any bitterness
in relation to party feelings.

Mr. Cross: But you always vote for the
National Party.

Mr, McLARTY: The hon., member ig the
best party hack in this Chamber. He has
taken the place of the former memher for
Subiace. He is the greatest champion the
party could have had. There have been
attacks on another place, the members of
which have been blamed for a great deal.
I do not know, however, that they are alto-
gether to blame. I believe the laws of this
country are probably the most democratic
in the world and we would not have had
them if another place had not agreed to
them. I think the Premier must admit that
a good deal of the legislation rejected last
session was rushed down to the other place
very late in the session.

The Premier: We will alter that,

Mr. MeLARTY : I hope the Premier will
alter it. If he does, his Bills will get
greater consideration.

The Premier: We don’t want considera-
tion, but support.

Hon, C. G. Latham: So do we when we
introduce Bills, but we do not get it.

Mr, McLARTY : I recently spoke to the
Premier’ about the work of the Fish and
Acclimatisation Society in Western Aus-
tralia. We have heard quite a lot and
much has been written about the tourist
trade and how we should encourage it. I
want to tell the Premier—although I think
he already knows—that the Fish and Aec-
climatisation Society are doing a great
work in trying to stoek our streams with
fish and in the preservation of game. The
members of the society have put quite a lot
of money into this project and have been
most enthusiastic in regard to the work
being atterpted. Unfortunately they have
come to the cnd of their funds. They have
an expert, & Mr. Gregory, whom they have
been paying and who has gome round and
examined the various streams and given ex-
pert advice. I saw a letter that Dr. Ser-
venty wrote just before his departure for
England. He was very appreciative of the
work the society was doing, and said be

hoped it would continue. I want the Pre-
mier to know that I am afraid this work will
be greatly retarded unless funds are made
available for it in the near future.

Mr. Wilson: The Premier is reeciving a
deputation on the subject next week.

The Premier: Yes, the member for Mur-
ray-Wellington has sown his sced on fertile
soil.

Mr, McLARTY : I am glad to hear it. Tho
members of that society are keen to carry
on this work, and [ hope that in the near
future the necessary money will be made
available for that purpose. I have tried not
to be parochial while speaking on this de-
bate, but, before sitting down, I should like
to say something to the Minister for
Country Water Supplies. I think what I
have to propose will be a reproductive work;
it is to provide more storage for irrigation
in the Harvey area. A deputation waited
on the Minister’s colleague some months ago
and wrged that this work should be put in
hand. On that occasion the Minister was
given all particulars, for the ecase was well
put up to him. I hope that in the near
future he will be able to tell us that pro-
vision for this increascd storage of water
will be put in hand. Tt will take some time
to erect the weir for the storage, and in the
meantime those wanting the water will have
to do the best they ecan. Even the Minister’s
advisers admit that there is not sufficient
water available to-day. There is uncertainty
ahout the projeet amongst the settlers, and
they eannot farm as they should do while
that unecrtainty continues. I hope, therc-
fore, that the Minister will he able to make
un early announcement that the additional
water will be provided.

On motion by Mr., Nulsen, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.3 pm.



